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The Community of Squatted Prosfygika - A Community 
of struggle from the social base
The Community of Squatted Prosfygika is a horizontal self-organized social-political project of
the social grassroots, based on the principles of freedom, equality, autonomy and solidarity.
Embracing tools of the wider revolutionary moment it constitutes since 2010 a center of
struggle between two pillars of power in Athen, the General Police Administration of Attica and
the Athens Court of Appeal.











A description of the Community through the eyes of the childrens 
assembly
Do not be afraid, it does not bite!!!!
Living in a building that's ugly outside doesn't mean it's ugly inside. What makes a building
beautiful inside is having people to share it with.
Growing up in a community makes you understand life better because you have faced
di culties. Some of the di culties are the language and the way people think of you.
We take our position seriously, especially as we get older. Here we grow up faster than other
children. For example, we take care of our homes and our people.
Not everyone has to be our family to take care of them. Here we are one big family.
When we are called to do a job, for example, translating into another language, we come
because that is our way to contribute.
Here is a neighbourhood where we help each other, we all work together in groups, not like in
other neighbourhoods where everyone works on their own house. We all live the good and the
bad times together.
We all live the good times and the bad times together.
We all give money for chores, we all get together at assemblies and talk about what's going on
in our neighborhood. Other neighborhoods don't do that. Here we all go out, we all talk and
we're not locked in. In other neighborhoods they live in better houses than we do, but here we
do things that other people don't. We all play together, watch movies, eat popcorn, build
swings for free while the others give money for all of that. When we give money to the kiosk,
we collect them to buy things we need.
Outside of our neighborhood there are people who have no food and no money and no home.
When people ask for food themselves, the rich don't care that other people are hungry. If they
come here, someone from our neighborhood will give them food and if we have we will give
them a house and they will not have to give any money for it.
We do a lot of things for children here. In the children's house, for example ,we have a lot of
toys that we share. We watch movies that we like a lot and we do lessons for school.
When a problem or ght arises from people outside the community, we call them to stop. If the
problem is created by people who live here, then we try to solve it. So, we give a chance to
someone who did something wrong. Our suggestion is to give another chance to someone
who stole and only if he do it one more time, we kick them out of the neighbourhood. We alsoask 
why he stole it and how he would feel if they had stolen something from him that he
needed.
If someone attacks us we throw rocks and go to the rooftops.
We're happy here and we wouldn't change anything
The neighborhood bites when it has to and who it has to.



Self-presentative text of Children's House and Self-education Structure 
of the Community of Squatted Prosfygika of Alexandras Avenue
Autumn 2024

"Us, the fearless children
in this neighborhood

we write history."

Responding to our needs

The Children's House and Self-Education Structure is one of the self-organized, horizontal 
and autonomous structures of the Community of Squatted Prosfygika of Alexandra's Av. It 
has been operating since the spring of 2020 based on the material, emotional and 
psychomotor needs of the children and adolescents of Prosfygika neighborhood, as well 
as the families and the community more widely. It responds directly to these needs by 
collectivising the issues and setting from below and together with all people the material 
terms for the realisation of these needs.

The Structure is based on the values and tradition of libertarian education and experiential 
education and is inspired by the educational structures and projects of various 
revolutionary movements and communities of struggle around the world. It places at the 
centre, from the earliest years of children's lives, the issues of claiming access to health 
and education, autonomy and equal and free coexistence within a community, self-
education as a process of building collective knowledge, understanding of self, of the 
others and the world, action, taking responsibility and participation in collective processes, 
exploring limits and self-institution.

In its current phase it covers the needs of at least forty children from Prosfygika 
neighborhood, from 2 to 16 years old, while supporting their families, building relationships
and bonds of solidarity and equality, rather than offering help or solutions from the outside 
or from above. In this sense, while not being an independent pedagogical project, the 
structure is a living field of fermentation and friction between many different people of all 
ages and at the same time an important exploratory tool of the needs, possibilities, 
difficulties and dynamics of relationships between children, within families and more 
broadly within the community of Prosfygika.

Rooting on the ground of Prosfygika...

The physical spaces of the structure are two. The first space, the Children's House, 
opened in the summer of 2020. This space was designed together with the children to host
daily lessons of language, maths and other lessons included in the primary school 
curriculum, as well as creative activities and children's assemblies every weekend. In 
September 2022 and after almost a year of collective work, the second space of the 
Structure opened: the self-organized Kindergarten of Prosfygika, for children aged 2 to 4, 
with daily morning activities. The Kindergarten was built to meet the need for a safe and 
creative environment for preschool children, aiming at socialisation, the acquisition of 
autonomy and the creative exploration of self and the world. Our choice to build a self-
organized school on an occupied ground came in a natural way, upon the need of taking 
extra space, having already a collective experience from the previous years and having 
developed a series of connections, contacts and relationships with libertarian self-
organized schools and projects and with people and groups that are active and are 
struggling in the field of education from different points. Thus, the idea of our own school 



took shape and to this day it continues to operate smoothly, thanks to collective 
commitment, continuous self-education and solidarity.

In addition to the above, inside the Structure various individual working groups for children 
and adolescents are running, such as the supportive lessons in secondary school classes, 
the newspaper group, the photography group, the music group, while there is a constant 
collaboration with the Cinema Structure, with children's screenings every Saturday, and 
with the Youth Structure, in which teenagers and young people of the community organize 
themselves autonomously and politicalize themselves, taking responsibilities and putting 
their own characteristics within the collective body of the community. Often, young and old 
together we organise excursions or visits to different places outside the neighborhood in 
order to share collective moments, meet new people and places, enrich our knowledge 
and experience and get in touch with the natural world (parks, hills, seas) that we 
noticeably miss within the urban space

...and spreading outside

At the level of external work, the Structure has relationships and is recognised by the 
neighbouring schools that the children and teenagers of the Community attend, with 
weekly visits and updates on the progress of the children within the school and 
collaboration with the teachers and, where necessary, with the school psychologists and 
social workers on issues arising within or outside the school environment, always in 
consultation and open communication with the families and with the children themselves. 
Furthermore, the Children's Structure ensures access to health care, vaccinations, regular 
check-ups and emergency or chronic care for all the children of the community, especially 
for those that face difficulties due to the lack of legal documents or due to other 
circumstances. In both the issue of access to health and free education, the exclusions 
and barriers have been and continue to be multi-dimensional and diverse. However, many 
of the barriers have now been overcome, not only by constantly paving the way for the 
obvious, but also by being able to talk on equal terms with all the institutions (schools at all
levels, hospitals, medical centres, public child health centres, etc.) with which we have 
come into contact over the years.

Taking responsibility at any age 

In terms of internal organisation, the Structure has stable members and responsible 
people either with specific roles or with general responsibility for its operation, with those 
people being defined through the assemblies and being directly recallable, as well as a 
whole district of people in solidarity who support the Structure in various ways, from 
providing moral, political or material support to participating in its various functions. The 
programme and the functions of the structure are always shaped by the needs, desires 
and realities of each period we are going through as a community and as a society in total.
Decisions are taken horizontally and within organized political processes, with the 
children's assembly setting the general agenda, opening up issues, making proposals and 
taking an active role in their implementation, and with the parents' assembly discussing 
and resolving the various issues that arise from time to time or the various ideas for the 
development and strengthening of the Children's Structure.

The process of expanding the family 

At the community we understand the process of fulfilling needs and responsibilities not as 
an individual process, but as a collective process involving sharing and evolution. In this 



context, through our common work inside structures, our comradeship relationships and 
the bonds of stability and trust that we develop, we are able to collectivize and share even 
those responsibilities and needs that in the world we live in are considered entirely 
individual affairs, such as those entrusted, formally, to the family. In a community based on
the coexistence and self-organization of so many different parts, we believe that we have 
no reason to attempt to break the core of the family, that is the care, security and love it 
provides to its members, nor to question it as the first field where the values, culture and 
history of each community and society are transmitted, especially in the modern age of 
fragmentation, individualisation, passivity and assimilation, in which the reference points 
for human are increasingly diminishing. However, we cannot fail to recognise that family is,
to a greater or lesser extent, also a field of reproduction of the proprietary way of 
perceiving relations, social roles, possessiveness, control, oppression and even violence. 
Within the community we consider it important to open these conversations, not to violently
dismantle the existing structures on which relationships are based, but to constantly 
educate ourselves on what it means to respect and truly care, free from heteronomy and 
the imposition of expectations, especially towards children. We build comradeship 
relationships equally with children and parents, while children grow up in an environment 
of pluralism, diversity, social and political action and interaction, participation and 
comradeship. Thus, the family remains of course as a reference point, but it is now 
expanding as it becomes part of the community and the community becomes part of it.

Building a collective culture of co-existence and resistance 

In the context that we described, violence of any form, whether physical or psychological, 
whenever it occurs within the community is immediately perceived and collectively 
demonstrated, while at the same time the community's own environment is not a fertile 
ground for violence to remain closed and grow. We practice in understanding even its sub-
structural forms and we choose to put a limit to it. This is explicitly provided in the 
Framework of Principles and Functioning of the Community itself and it is expanded to the 
children themselves through the Children's House and Self Education Structure. Within the
Structure we try to give no space to violence, by transforming anger and tension into 
collective, creative processes of resolving those things that concern us. At the same time, 
through acceptance and collaboration we create by common the field for the trauma and 
violence suffered by a child to find a non-self-destructive outlet, to ground itself in reality 
and take on manageable dimensions, to be collectivized, moving as much as possible out 
of the realm of the personal and tragic, so that it can eventually be transmuted into 
strength, experience and consciousness.

All of the above are part of the ongoing and living process through which for 14 years now 
in this Community we have managed to build a common life and struggle for people of all 
ages, nationalities, religious, political and cultural backgrounds. This is why we are able to 
cope with the constant pressure and repression from the state that we face, as long as we 
stand as a barrier to the business plans for the redevelopment of Prosfygika 
neighbourhood, by persistently building a culture of resistance and claiming a life of dignity
and freedom for all. Such a process could not fail to include children and the community 
could not continue to flourish and resist without them, without the people that grow up in 
the present and shape the future.

Children's House and Self-education Structure
of the Community of Squatted Prosfygika of 

Alexandras Avenue



HEALTH STRUCTURE OF THE COMMUNITY OF SQUATTED PROSFYGIKA 
ALEXANDRAS AV.

Our structures are created on the basis of the needs of the community, but they are more than
that: they are an example of realistic social self-organisation in the here and now, through
which it is possible to meet the needs of those from below. It is in this context, and on the
principles and values on the basis of which the Community is structured, that the Health
Structure has been created.
The Health Structure has existed in the form of a structure for the last 1.5 years. Before its
establishment, the health of the people of the community was dealt with by community
members and other structures, trying to nd solutions to the multifaceted problems
(medication, access to the health system, medical appointments, paperwork, bene ts...). The
people who were then and are now involved with the Health Structure do not do it from the
position of an expert, but in the capacity of a community member with a special interest in the
health issue, with little or more knowledge and experience on these issues.

In 2020, we were faced with serious issues of mental su ering of a family in the neighbourhood
and the Community took the responsibility to resolve it, but without the appropriate knowledge
andexperience. Due to the di culty of the situation, the input of the Psi Initiative for a Diverse
Mental Health Movement was sought and played a key role in addressing and managing the
issue. Gradually there came a realization of how multifaceted problems the community was
facing in relation to issues of mental pain, physical health, addictions, with the presence of the
Psi initiative stabilizing and taking responsibility together with the community to solve them. All
of the above on the basis of a radical perspective, according to which issues of health and
'illness' are dialectically related to people's socio-political environment.
Gradually the structure began to function in a more organised way and to crystallise its political
position. We emphasized on mapping people in the community, especially older people or
people without an ID card. We have long recognised the need to organically link the di erent
self-organised projects, solidarity structures, social clinics, associations dealing with health, on
the basis of putting together a holistic counter-proposal capable of consolidating its premises
in material terms. The awareness of the multiplicity and complexity of the needs of the people
around us was the impetus to move in this direction in practice.

Functions of the structure at present:
The weekly program of the structure is set through its assembly, according to the needs, the
collective program, the overall agenda and the decisions of the General Assembly of the
Community.

• Mapping of people in the community with health issues, motivation and support to deal with
their health.
• Promote self-education and self-management around health through discussions, events 

and practical knowledge around access and health care issues ( first aid, booking medical
appointments)

• Appointments for community people in government and non-government agencies.
• Accompaniment to appointments and communication with doctors when needed (for

seniors or non-Greek speakers)
• Ensuring accessibility to health care for undocumented adults and children with pressure

on the public health care system (interventions, etc.)
• Covering the pharmaceutical needs of the community
• Holistic care for people in the community who are experiencing issues of mental pain/

physical illness/addictions (sustainability of their space, ensuring adherence to their 
medication,



support on a day-to-day level, for example companionship and inclusion in the works of 
the community , ensuring appointments are kept)

• Working with the Psi initiative for a diverse mental health movement
• Communication and connection with other structures, unions, individuals, clinics
• A few months ago, the structure took the responsibility of renovating two houses in the

community so that they could host patients of the neighbouring cancer hospital "St.
Savas" and their companions. This was based on the understanding of health as a
broader social and class issue, involving exclusion and inequality. At the same time it is
our response to the state narrative of eviction and redevelopment of the neighbourhood
to build houses for St. Savas, at the same time that the church owns countless properties
in the area

• Currently, we are renovating a space in the neighborhood to be the space of the health
structure where regular meetings with the Psi initiative will be held, it will function as a
social pharmacy, and we look forward to covering primary health care functions

Our perception of health
We understand that the identity of the disabled is constructed by the economic and political
system and revolves around its own needs and uctuations. Western capitalism promotes
bodies and personalities strictly regulated by economic interests. Anything that deviates from
these norms is "weak", is a burden, needs to be institutionalized, is problematic. We believe
that it is only through communities that people can no longer be isolated and at the mercy of
"sickness", while through sharing and a common perspective they can nd answers to their
needs and transmute in creative directions even the issues that concern them and are called
more "existential". When space is given for positive experiences, the dynamics of the traumatic
experience are reduced and it stop being what is de ning us. Where the system is indi erent,
institutionalizing, suppressing and marginalizing people, the community nds solutions by
urging them to try instead of feeding back the identity of the "disabled"
The Community by its nature can only be inclusive, as we are all here because of a common
need, even if its origins are di erent. This means that no problem is individual and we perceive
every physical and mental di culty as part of life, as something that all of us can be potential
bearers of, rather than as evidence of di erent treatment of individuals within the collective
body. We believe and see in practice that people are better o when they nd solutions to
survival issues (housing, bene ts, paperwork, medication, access to health care), when they
receive moral support and socialise in an empowering environment, recognises their needs and
potential, mobilises their creativity, i.e. accepts and values them as equal members of the
community, rather than considering them as 'old', 'problematic', 'sick', 'marginal'
and 'dangerous'.
On the basis of a community approach, we understand health issues as a collective issue, for
the ensuring the sustainability of the community, through moving forward together. We seek to
promote people's autonomy and their ability to self-manage their health through self-education
and empowerment. Therefore care is not a personal choice or charity. It is a need to see health
more holistically and not as an emergency situation that needs immediate medical attention, in
the context of everyday life, with all that this entails: People's lifestyles and living standards,
prevention, rst aid, understanding the socio-political causes that give rise to 'illness' and
addictions, understanding the heteronomy and stigma experienced by people with issues of
mental pain, understanding the power complex built around people's health, as well as every
aspect of their lives within the capitalist system.
We believe that self-organised communities, linked together on the model of confederalism is
the only way for individuals to be healthy, in the essential meaning of the word, and this is the
counter-example we propose. At the same time, because we are part of society we seeourselves in 
the struggles for demands in the public health system, with the recent example of
the bill regarding mental health and rehabilitation facilities. Also in perspective is a holistic view



of health and exploring ways in which individuals can be healthy based on their actual needs
rather than the existing health care delivery system (e.g. pharmaceutical companies).
The structures themselves are the ones that, through the realistic answers they give, realising
their purpose and role, constitute one of the most powerful weapons of defence of our
Community against state and governmental planning. The imaginary becomes realistic through
self-organization, resistance, solidarity and dignity and is the counterweight to the barbarity of
the world we live in.
Above all, we recognize the human being as perishable and imperfect. By sharing our
imperfections we become more adequate.



Call to defend the community of squatted Prosfygika

We collectively owe, through organizing in terms of collective responsibility and commitment,
through strengthening the structures of our movement in material, economic, moral, political
and solidarity terms, through active participation in the current struggles, to stop the advance
of modern totalitarianism. Our common work on these levels that will ensure our survival 
andcontinuity in physical terms is the collective construction of social self-defence against the
world of states and capitalism.
The act of militant defense of liberated spaces, the spaces of movements and societies, that is,
that which the oppressed of this world have created against state and capitalist appetites,
carries the seeds of revolt in the here and now. An image of the generalized clashes of the
future and an example of resistance for the whole society. It is also another aspect of social
self-defense. The victory of Prosfygika against the repression and plunder of the state and the
bosses will be another victory of the broad diverse radical movement and society.
WE, the Neighbourhood, the Community of Squatted Prosfygika of Alexandra Avenue, are a
community of struggle that counts 13 years of collective action. We are not going to surrender
a single inch of land from the liberated space and we will continue to defend our diversity,
direct democracy, comradeship, the taking responsibility rst and foremost for our lives,
historical memory, values and ethics that no "visionary of neoliberalism" can imagine even in
his wildest dreams.

Reference points where the world of solidarity can come into physical contact with the Community 
are:

• The General Assembly of the Community, every Monday at 18:00, at the Social Centre of 
the

• Community of Squatted Prosfygika, in the first block on Alexandras Avenue.
• Collective kitchen, every Thursday at 16:00 in the sixth block of Kouzi and Trichonidos 

street.
• Collective café structure (kiosk), every Thursday, Saturday and Sunday from 19:00, Kouzi 

and Alexandras Avenue.

SOLIDARITY WITH THE LIBERATED SPACES OF STRUGGLE NOT AN INCH OF LAND 
TO THE STATE AND CAPITAL TO ORGANIZE OUR RESISTANCES - TO DEFEND OUR 
SPACES REDEVELOPMENT MEANS POOR PEOPLE DISPLACED GENTRIFICATION IS 
CLASS WARFARE SOLIDARITY IS THE WEAPON OF THE PEOPLE - WAR TO THE WAR 
OF THE BOSSES SY.KA.PRO.(ASSEMBLY OF SQUATTED PROSFYGIKA)

sykapro_squat@riseup.net
Twitter: @Prosfygika






